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ABOUT PROJECT OPEN HAND
Project Open Hand’s Mission is to improve health outcomes and quality 
of life by providing nutritious meals to the sick and vulnerable, caring for 
and educating our community.
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If you haven’t noticed yet, this year’s Hand to Hand is a little different than what 
you’re probably accustomed to enjoying. The Fairmont, our go-to venue for the past 
many years and a place where we experienced many memorable moments, has been 
replaced by The Hibernia – a historic, multi-level building that stands right in the heart 
of the Tenderloin. The sit-down luncheon, which many of you have come to love, has 
been reimagined and is now a unique food experience where you can enjoy your meal 
while visiting with friends or soon-to-be friends. 

Yes, change is difficult sometimes. But sometimes change is necessary to  
make progress, and that’s why this year’s theme for Hand to Hand is  
“Moving Forward with the Community.” 

Within the past couple of years, we’ve had to change how we provide our life-saving, 
nutritional services. We are delivering and shipping more meals to clients to the most 
farthest reaches of the Bay Area because our clients don’t have the resources to shop 
or drive to the local grocery story. Our team of registered dietitian nutritionists hold 
virtual cooking classes for clients who want to learn how to cook a healthier meal for 
themselves from the comfort of their homes. Our Community Nutrition Program, 
which serves over 3,000 older adults and adults with disabilities, has begun the 
challenging task to re-open sites across San Francisco for communal dining.  

Nearly 7,000 clients in San Francisco, Alameda, San Mateo, and Contra Costa 
Counties depend on us, but we can’t do it without the help of our community of 
volunteers, donors, and supporters. We are able to move forward, regardless of the 
challenges we face, because of you. You are our community.  

As you enjoy this special evening filled with music, food, and new experiences, I hope 
you take a moment during this night to reflect on what “Moving Forward with the 
Community” means to you. For me, that five-word phrase means that regardless of 
the changes or challenges we currently face or have yet to come, we know we can 
accomplish what needs to be done because our community is standing with us. 

Thank you. 

Paul Hepfer, Chief Executive Officer

LETTER FROM THE CEO  

Welcome Friends of Project 
Open Hand to our 30th Annual 
Hand to Hand Gala. 
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Bid

How it works

Register
1. Visit our campaign site.
2. Click Register to Participate.
3. Enter the required information.
4. Click Create my GiveSmart Account.

from your desktop, tablet, or phone

Donate

You must register to place bids, purchases, or a donation.

Once registered, click the blue link within the Welcome text 
message or personal link button from within the Welcome 
email to access the campaign.

1. Access the campaign - Click the blue link within the Welcome 
text or personal link button from within the Welcome email.

2. Choose item  - From our Home page,  click “Items” , browse or use 
the dropdown menu to view categories, then select an item.

3. Choose amount - Use the pre-populated minimum bid or enter a 
higher amount.  
Auto bid - Select AUTO BID, enter the highest amount you are willing 
to bid. The system will place minimum bids for you as needed until 
your designated amount.

4. Click Bid

Buy
1. Access the campaign - Click the blue link within the 

Welcome text or personal link button from within the 
Welcome email.

2. Choose item - From the Items page, select Available for
Purchase from the categories dropdown, then select an item.

3. Enter quantity
4. Click Buy

Outbid Notification: You will receive a text message if you are outbid. 

1. Access the campaign - Click the blue link within the 
Welcome text or personal link button from within the 
Welcome email.

2. Choose item - From our Home page,  click “Donate” ,  then select 
an item.

3. Choose amount
4. Click Donate
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EVENING SCHEDULE
7:00pm (Main Hall) 
Pianist Joe Wicht 

7:30pm (Main Hall)
#1 Billboard Jazz/Pop Singer Spencer Day 

Presentation Begins, 8:15pm (Main Hall) 
Project Open Hand and Bread Project Welcome 
Awards Presentation 
Live Auction 
Fund A Need 

9:00pm (Main Hall)
Spencer Day Performance 

Lower Level
Music by DJ Airsun

30
Years of 
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BILL HIRSH, ESQ. 
Executive Director, AIDS Legal Referral Panel 

Bill currently serves as the Executive Director of the AIDS Legal Referral Panel 
(ALRP), the first legal services program in the country to focus on the needs 
of people living with HIV/AIDS. Since his tenure with ALRP began in March of 
2000, Bill has expanded ALRP’s services in the areas of housing, immigration, 
insurance, and consumer rights; ALRP currently has thirteen staff attorneys. 
ALRP serves almost 1,500 individuals living with HIV in the San Francisco Bay 
Area each year, and leverages over a million dollars in donated legal services 
through its panel of over 700 volunteer attorneys. Currently, ALRP has a budget 
of over $2.4 million with a staff of 20. ALRP’s legal work helps to ensure that 
people living with HIV are housed, employed, insured, and can access the 
essential services they need to improve their health. 

Bill has more than 35 years of experience in community-based nonprofit 
organizations ranging from alternative mental health programs to legal services 
for people with disabilities. After graduating from law school, Bill served as a 
welfare rights attorney and helped organize homeless San Francisco residents. 
He served as Directing Attorney for the Mental Health Advocacy Project of the 
Santa Clara County Bar Association Law Foundation. Bill then directed the 
Mental Health Association of San Francisco, where he coordinated a broad-
based public policy advocacy effort to increase affordable and supportive 
housing for people with mental health disabilities. 

RUTH BRINKER VISIONARY AWARD
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GOOGLE
For years, Google has worked with Project Open Hand to help deliver meals to 
those in need.  In addition to our executive Mike Henry’s service on the  
Project Open Hand Board, Google has volunteered more than 1,800 hours with  
Project Open Hand since 2010, matched over $145,000 in donations made  
by our employees, and invested and provided $100,000 last year to  
fuel Project Open Hand's mission.

Google’s work in the nonprofit space and specific dedication to the mission  
of Project Open Hand is without equal. 

Accepting on Google’s behalf is Rebecca Prozan, Director of Government  
Affairs and Public Policy for the West Coast.

MOST OUTSTANDING CORPORATE PARTNER

7



RICHMOND/ERMET AID FOUNDATION (REAF)
The Richmond/Ermet Aid Foundation (REAF) is a non profit 501(c)(3) Arts/
Health organization dedicated to raising funds for AIDS services, hunger 
programs and programs for underserved youth in the Bay Area through the 
production of quality entertainment programs. REAF was founded by two 
mothers, Barbara Richmond and Peggy Ermet, who lost their only sons to AIDS. 
In this way, they honor their sons’ memories and help alleviate the suffering of all 
the other sons and daughters living with HIV and AIDS. 

REAF has been an incredible supporter of Project Open Hand and our work 
for over 30 years. We have been a beneficiary of their many incredible events, 
shared the HIV/AIDS space in service of the San Francisco community, and 
worked together to broaden the message of advocacy for those without a voice. 

MOST OUTSTANDING COMMUNITY PARTNER

8



BAU KY

Cook

Bau Ky is the longest serving full-time staff member at Project Open Hand. Ruth 
Brinker, our founder, hired Bau personally to work with her from day one. They 
worked together for close to six years at one of Stanley Eichelbaum’s restaurants 
on Fillmore and California streets. Ruth was a waitress and Bau, a line cook. 

The restaurant closed in early 1985, and around that time, Ruth started cooking 
meals out of her home to feed her many ailing friends in the community.  
She asked Stanley to ask Bau if he would cook with her since the restaurant was 
closed. Thus began their history together at Project Open Hand. 

The two spent the first few months cooking in the basement of a church  
on Sutter and Gough streets. Quickly outgrowing the space, Project Open Hand 
relocated to 17th Street for the next few years before purchasing the  
current building at 730 Polk Street. 

Bau says he loved the new location immediately because he lived just next door, 
where he stayed until he met and married his beautiful wife and started a family. 
He remembers most of the chefs’ faces and their personalities, working with all 
of them and speaking fondly of them. 

We thank Bau for all his years of dedication and hard work, serving the 
community that meant so much to Ruth and to Project Open Hand.

MOST OUTSTANDING COMMUNITY PARTNER
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KAISER PERMANENTE 
Kaiser Permanente knows that good health requires more than just healthcare. 
To be healthy, people need access to healthy food, among a myriad of other 
essentials.  To help address the food needs of its members and communities, 
Kaiser Permanente has invested millions of dollars in grants to organizations 
like Project Open Hand that improve food and nutrition security and help with 
applications for federal nutrition programs like SNAP and WIC. It has worked 
with community partners to provide free, nutritious meals to low-income 
members recovering from COVID-19 or who have recently been discharged 
from a hospital with a chronic condition. This year, Kaiser Permanente increased 
its commitment to food and nutrition security with a pledge to invest $50 million 
over the next several years in programs that increase food and nutrition security 
and improve health outcomes for the country’s most vulnerable populations. 

COMMUNITY ADVOCATE AWARD

10



Recently seen on the Freeform show, “Famous in Love”, and Hit Fox 
Show “Bones”, our Emcee for tonight’s Gala has a varied and vast 
career in the arts! He’s been seen on shows such as “The Men-
talist”, “Women’s Murder Club”, “Life”, and as a semi finalist on 
Season One of “America’s Got Talent.” Shawn’s career as an Actor, 
Producer, Singer, Writer, Camp Director and Emcee brings him 
such joy! He loves educating, inspiring and creating social change 
through his charitable acts. Shawn most recently wrote and direct-
ed the short film “Henry” which made its debut at The Cannes Film 
Festival, marking Shawn’s 8th film in 5 years at this prestigious fes-
tival. In addition to “Henry”, Shawn has recently completed writing 
two musicals and is in development with a new feature entitled 
“Feels Like Home” to be produced later this year. 

Follow him on all the Social Medias @TheShawnRyan

SHAWN RYAN

EMCEE & AUCTIONEER
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CHEESE & CHARCUTERIE GRAZING STATION 
Goat Cheese Cake Inspired by Chef Michele LeProhn, 
Communitē Table

PROJECT OPEN HAND GRAZING STATION 
Inspired by Chef Adrian Barrow, Project Open Hand

LA MEDITERRANEE STATION 
Inspired by Chef Vanick Der Bedrossian, La Mediterranee

FARMING HOPE STATION 
Inspired by Chef Manolo Pizarro-Briceño, Farming Hope

DESSERT PROVIDED BY HOT COOKIE

CATERING
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SPENCER DAY
Spencer Day is one of the most acclaimed young artists creating witty and 
sophisticated pop songs in the tradition of the classic American writers. NPR raved 
that he has “one of the most beautiful singing voices around today.” He’s also been 
hailed as “sensual and intimate” by The Huffington Post, “compelling” by Time Out 
New York, and “brilliant” by the San Francisco Chronicle. The Washington Post 
praised his “cool jazz sensibilities” and “cleverly crafted tales.” 

His 2018 indie release Angel City – recorded will full orchestra at Capitol Studios – 
spawned two hit singles: People.com premiered the video to the first single, “72 and 
Sunny.” He also performed the single on New York’s Fox 5 TV. A special remix of the 
song, which was put into rotation by Sirius XM Chill and featured in DJ Kygo’s “Palm 
Tree Summer Playlist,” is available on Apple Music. The album’s second single, 
“Angel City,” was the #1 Most Added track from the Billboard Contemporary Jazz 
Chart, in addition to being #1 Most Added track on the Groove Jazz Music Chart. 

Day’s earlier album Vagabond peaked at #11 on the Billboard Album Chart and 
stayed on the chart for 47 weeks. The lead single, “Til You Come To Me,” peaked at 
#3 and was played on national radio and late night on CBS-TV. His recent album, 
Daybreak, debuted at #1 on the iTunes Jazz Chart. Spencer’s first collaboration with 
Postmodern Jukebox recently surpassed 2.5 million views on YouTube.

MUSICAL ARTISTS
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DJ AIRSUN
DJ Airsun has been putting people in 
the mood to groove at private parties, 
events and nightclubs in Bay Area 
since 2011. Their experience spinning 
for diverse groups with different tastes 
means the dancing at weddings and 
private parties is always curated for 
the people of the hour. “Whether it’s 
Latin or indie, hip hop or electronic, it’s 
always an eclectic and fun mix.” 
 Airsun is fluent in open format, 
commanding popular music of all 
eras and styles. With an expertise in 
mashups, Airsun blends beats and 
stitches together tunes to create a 
musical mix that feels funky and fresh.

JOE WICHT
Joe Wicht is best known as the jovial 
host of Piano Bar 101 at Martuni’s 
where he has been a house pianist for 
15 years.  As a musical director, Wicht 
co-curated and arranged the 40-year 
retrospective, “Encore,” for New 
Conservatory Theatre Center earlier 
this year.  Voted Best LGBT Musician 
by the readers of the BAR and a former 
honorary grand marshal of SF Pride, 
Wicht regularly appears as the host 
of open mic piano bars for SF Oasis 
and Feinstein’s.  He is also a long-term 
employee of Project Open Hand. 
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THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

MASTER CHEF SPONSOR

SOUS-CHEF SPONSORS

CHEF DE PARTIE SPONSORS

Jonathan Jump & Hal Marz

San Francisco Health Plan

 Sutter Health CPMC

Tito’s Handmade Vodka

Alameda Alliance for Health

Andrew Chang* & Danni Xie
and Jennifer* & Robert Petraglia

Theresa* & Eric Chang

Cerity Partners

Sharon Davidson and  
Linda Glick

Exelixis

Nancy Bolmeier Fisher,  
Ian Fisher & Ryan Fisher

Mike Henry* & Tyler Wuthmann 

Paul Hepfer and Eileen Bewley

Kaiser Permanente SF

Preston Maring, M.D.*

Mechanics Bank

The Neil MacPhail Trust

Adi Wakankar*

Jason Wei*

Andrea Wilkinson*

*Members of the Board

As of 12/07/2022
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LIVE AUCTION EXPERIENCE

AT-HOME DINNER WITH EXECUTIVE 
CHEF ADRIAN BARROW
Enjoy a gourmet dinner for up to eight 
people in the comfort of your own 
home, prepared and served by  
Project Open Hand’s Executive  
Chef, Adrian Barrow. 

Project Open Hand’s team will 
coordinate setup, menu planning, 
wine pairings, and dinner service 
for you and your guests. Whether a 
summer supper or a fall feast, relax 
with friends and family while savoring 
delicious plates designed to dazzle 
your taste buds. 

2

AN EVENING OF PIANO, PIZZA,  
AND PIZZAZZ! 
Celebrate a special night with up to 
20 of your closest friends in the French 
Salon residence of former Project 
Open Hand Board Chair and current 
Chief Development and Strategy 
Officer, Lynn Luckow, near San 
Francisco’s Union Square. The evening 
unfolds with craft cocktails, gourmet 
pizza, wine, and Piano Roulette with 
Pianist Ronny Michael Greenberg, 
founder of ‘Taste of Talent.org,’

1
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ENJOY A WEEK-LONG STAY IN 
WAILEA, MAUI, HAWAII
Relax on the beach for a week-long 
getaway in picturesque Wailea,  
Maui, Hawaii. 

Vacation in ultimate style in this extra-
large two bed, two bath luxury villa 
at the beautiful Polo Beach Resort in 
exclusive Wailea, Maui. This ground 
floor villa features beachfront views, 
ground floor access, and all the 
modern touches. The chef’s kitchen 
is your gourmet home-away-from-
home, and your family will create the 
best memories dining and lounging 
just steps away from the beach.

3

INSTANT WINE CELLAR

Instantly transform your pantry into a 
wine cellar with a collection of Kosta 
Browne varietals. 

Become the envy of any collector,  
with these vintages from Kosta 
Browne and Keenan Reserve. Take 
home a case of 12 bottles.

4
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THANK YOU TO OUR  
IN-KIND DONORS

Kathy Amendola 

Tim Barabe and Gail Kennedy 

Chef Adrian Barrow  

Berkeley Country Club 

Bonterra Organic Vineyards 

Bradford Portraits 

Gary Bukovnik 

Chanticleer 

Custom Mayy Arts 

Chef Vanick Der Bedrossian

Lawrence Doyle  

Jennifer Drimmer 

Elite Island Resorts 

Amy Eskin and  
Mitchel Shapson 

Usha Gongal 

Usha Gongal and  
The Bread Project 

Hot Cookie 

Claudia Juestel and  
Adeeni Design Group 

Jackie Karkazis 

KHP Capital Partners 

Carmela Krantz 

Chef Michele LeProhn 

Loella Wine

Lynn Luckow and  
Ronny Michael Greenberg 

Michael Merril Design Studio 

Chef Manolo Pizarro-Briceño

Poesia 

Barry Posner and Jackie 
Schmidt-Posner 

Dr. Amor Santiago 

Sasquatch Fly Fishing 

Schumacher Photography 

Shrey Purohit Art LLC 

SMUIN Contemporary Ballet 

The Haunt Ghost Tours 

The Hibernia 

The Stavrand Russian  
River Valley 

Luyang Tiang 

Tito’s Handmade Vodka 

Marieke von Johnson 
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WE’RE ALL IN THIS TOGETHER

Kaiser Permanente is proud to 
support Project Open Hand’s 
30th Annual Hand to Hand 
celebration.

kp.org/sanfrancisco

19



It’s treatment 

based on symptoms, 

not income.

Proud to partner with Project Open Hand.

Diverse solutions for diverse 
financial needs. One-on-one 
support and objective advice 

for every aspect of your 
financial life.

Financial Management for 
Individuals, Businesses, 

and Nonprofits

Cerity Partners 
is pleased to support 

Project Open Hand

Cerity Partners | 345 California Street, Suite 1100 | San Francisco, CA 94104

Visit ceritypartners.com to learn more.
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The Alliance is honored to join 
Project Open Hand in partnership 

with The Bread Project in 
celebrating 30 years of Hand to 
Hand meals that heal. We are in 
this together, creating a healthier 

community for all.

www.alamedaalliance.org

21



If you want our help with a program to support a 
501(c)(3), please fi ll out our donation form at:
titosvodka.com/donation

22



This holiday season, we’re looking to reach our goal so 
that we can help expand our services and so much more in 
2023. We want to prepare and ship meals to more clients 
who cannot drive or travel to pick up the healthy meals 
they need. Make a gift today at openhand.org/donate  
or scan the QR Code above. 

“I don’t have to go hungry because 
I’m wondering how I am going to 
get to the store to go shopping”
- Client Jesse

 
Help us raise $500,000 by  

December 31st so that we can provide more  
Holiday Meals with Love!
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Founded in 1985, Project Open 
Hand is a nonprofit organization 
that provides meals with love to 

critically ill neighbors and seniors. 
Our food is like medicine, helping 

clients recover from illness, get 
stronger, and lead healthier lives.

Every day, we prepare 2,500 
nutritious meals and provide 200 
bags of healthy groceries to help 
sustain our clients as they battle 
serious illnesses, isolation, or the 
health challenges of aging. We 
serve the Bay Area, engaging 

more than 125 volunteers daily to  
nourish our community.

@ProjectOpenHand

openhand.org


